
telecommunications services should not be subject to more burdensome requirements.”* 

Similarly, some IP-enabled service providers seek non-discriminatory access to utility poles and 

rights-of-way. Assuming these service providers meet the three-part test outlined above, they 

should theoretically have the same rights of access to utility pole?; and rights-of-way as entities 

that%provide a similar service; however, the Commission must be especially sensitive to the 

disparate rate structures inherent in the Pole Attachments Act.”’ Prior to allowing such access, 

the Commission must undertake a thorough evaluation of its current rules implementing section 

224, and forbear where necessary fiom statutory provisions grounded, as the outdated and 

irrelevant Computer Inquiry rules are, on an outdated one-wire, single provider view of the 

world. The assumption that LECs possess anywhere near the pole plant, market strength, or 

bargaining power of electric and other utilities covered by the Act is simply unsupportable. 

VII. THE COMMISSION SHOULD BE ESPECIALLY VIGILANT OF NETWORK 
SECURITY ISSUES AND ALLOW THE INDUSTRY TO CONTINUE TO 

STANDARDS 
REACH DEFINITIVE CONCLUSIONS ON INDUSTRY-WIDE SECURITY 

. ATIS recently announced the unanimous approval and endorsement by its board of 

directors of two comprehensive technical work plans designed to produce a full suite of 

’- . . .. , .  . ..i., ...__ . - .  - ... . . .  . .  . . .  . 

American Public Communications Council (“APCC”) Comments at 7-9. 
Telecommunications service providers are subject to different @igher) pole attachment 

rates than cable service providers. In addition, while pure information service providers are not 
covered by the Pole Attachments Act, cable service providers that offer cable modem service, an 
information service, get the benefit of the lower cable sewice rate. However, 
telecommunications service providers that offer equivalent broadband I n t d  access services 
must pay the higher telecommunications rate. Finally, even though electric utiliti? that provide 
telecommunications or cable services and own the majority of pole plant and thousands of miles 
of transmission facilities may have available to them the benefits and remedies afforded to 
CLECs and cable companies, ILECs currently lack similar rate protection and procedural 
remedies. Accordingly, the Commission should comprehensively reform its current pole 
attachments scheme to ensure an approach that treats all providers oivoice communications the 
same by providing all providers rights and remedies. 
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standards supporting carrier-class VoIP and network security.114 This is precisely the kind of 

mutual collaboration that the industry is capable of undertaking to achieve overarching network 

related standards, and that the Commission should continue to encourage. These work plans 

“clear[] the path for industry-wide consensus on open technical and operational standards 

supporting VoIP and network sec~rity.~~”~ Nothing the Commission does in this proceeding 

should hamper or alter the consensus achieved within ATIS or the fiture work of the industry in 

building open standards based on a universal set of requirements. Indeed, the Commission 

should encourage ATIS to continue to develop a security operational guideline that identifies the 

functions and information necessary to manage security-related services throughout the network ; 

infiastru&e. The Commission should endorse an IF’-enabled services policy that favors a 

single approach for denial of service attacks and for an interoperable application layer protocol 

access control mechanism. 

\ W11. CONCLUSION 

The Commission should, among other things, use its ancillary Title I authority and its 
. I  

forbearance authority under Title I1 to craft an even-handed IP-enabled services regulatory 

regime as outlined above and in BellSouth’s comments and avoid the disparate treatment of 

competing technologies that might otherwise accompany the legacy “clbsification” of an IP- . .- 

enabled service. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BELLSOUTH CORPORATION 

B y  Id Theodore R. Kingsley 

Telecom Industry Releases VoIP and Network Security Work Plans, Business Wire (June 
18,2004), ar httr,://biz.vahoo.corn/bw/040618/185393 1 . h a .  
’” Id. 
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